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CONFIDENTIAL 





DO NOT OPEN 



This acid'free mask contains folios 

with the date range 



The contents of the mask are: 

□ Exempt from public access under 

paragraph(s) of the Archives U 

Act 1983. You have a statutory right to seek 
a review of the exemption. 




Series no: Item no: 








NATIONAL 

ARCHIVES 



DO NOT OPEN 




This acid-free mask contains folios 

with the date range 

The contents of the mask are: 

0^ Exempt from public access under 

paragraph(s) of the Archives 

Act 19&. You have a statutory right to seek 
a review of the exemption. 



□ Not in the open period as defined 
by the Archives Act 1983. 




Series no: ^ Item no: PT t/7 









Australian Government 




NATIONAL 

ARCHIVES 



STATEMENT OF REASONS UNDER SECTION 40(5) OF THE 
ARCHIVES ACT 1983- INCLUDING DECISION ON ACCESS 



Record Series: E1327 


Control symbol: 5/4/AIR PART 6/7 


Title: Unusual sightings and incidents 


Total number of folios (i.e. equivalent 
separate pages) on the record: 2 



1, Decision 

After examining this record I have decided to close it for public access. 



2. Basis for decision 
I have taken into account: 

• the content of the record requested 

• the relevant provisions of the Archives Act 1983 (the Act) 

• policy and guidelines of National Archives of Australia that relate to the access 
examination of Commonwealth records 

• information derived from my own enquiries 



3. Material withheld 



Category of material withheld 


Number of total folios per category 


Partially exempted folios (certain parts of 
the text have been expunged 




Wholly exempted folios 


2 


Folios not within the open access period 
as defined in s3 (7) of the Act 




Folios withheld pending agency 

examination and advice 





4. Findings of fact and reasons for decision 



A. Findings of fact 





In Table A in Annexure 1, 1 have provided a summary of my findings of fact where I have 
invoked specific provisions under s 33 of the Act. By invoking these provisions, I have 
relied on material listed in part 2 above in order to arrive at my decision. 



B. Reasons for decision 

In Table A in Annexure 1, I have provided the reasons for my decision for each folio 
exempted and those reasons are derived from the findings of fact. 

5. Appeal rights 

National Archives undertakes careful examination of a record before making a decision 
to exempt any part of a record. As part of that process we may consult with other 
agencies which have expertise on specific national and international matters. 



If you do not agree with my decision to exempt information under a provision of s 33 of 
the Act, you can contact a reference officer in National Archives and seek a further 
explanation. 



If you are still not happy with the decision and within 28 days of receiving it, you can 
formally appeal by: 



1 ) first applying to Archives for an internal reconsideration of my decision; and 

2) if you still do not agree with the decision, you can apply to the Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal for a review. 



For more information please read the National Archives Fact Sheet 12- What to do if xoe 
refuse you access. You can also lodge a complaint with the Commonwealth Ombudsman in 
relation to the decision. 



Decision maker Ben Heashp 

Designation APS 4 



Date 



8 August 2012 



Annexure 1 



Table A: Material exempted by folio number and grouped by the application of exemption provisions 



Relevant legislative provision invoked under s33 
of the Act 


Folio number 


Finding of Fact 


Reasons for Decision 


Section 33(1) (d) of the Archives Act provides that a 


12, 12(2) 


These records are wholly exempt as they 


The information is still confidential in nature 


record is exempt if it contains 'information or matter 




contain the following references: 




the disclosure of which under this Act would 






The information was communicated in 


constitute a breach of confidence'. 






confidence 






1. The information was given to the 


If disclosed now, such disclosure would be an 






Commonwealth on the condition of 


unauthorised use of the information 






confidentiality. 





NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES 

OF AUSTRALIA 

DOCUMENT REMOVAL ADVICE 

Series number: E1327 Control symbol: 5/4/ AIR PART 6/7 Barcode; 7061048 

Folios:- 12 and 12 (2) 

have been removed from this item because they, 

[X ] are exempt from public access under section 33(l)(d) 
of the Archives Act 1983, 

[ ] are vulnerable to loss, 

[ ] have been referred to another agency for advice, 

[ ] are not in the open period as defined iii the Archives Act 1983. 




For further information about the removal of folios from this item, please ask a reference officer. 
Removed by: Ben Heaslip 



Position: 



Date: 



APS 4 



8 August 2012 



When completed place this Advice on the file from which the documents have been 
removed. Place a copy of it with the removed documents. 
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Fr<» ; Flight Llautanant Bratt Blddlngton 




Talttphona: 



(089) 805226 



Hsadquartara 
RAAF BaM 
DARHIN MT 5789 



Flla: 5/4/AIR PT1(26) 19 Dacmbar 1983 

• • — ‘ ^ • 



Mr Daryl Martin 
P.O. Box 272 
BENDIGO VIC 3550 



Thank you for your lattar of 26 Noraibnr 1983. I am sorry that 
I hara not rapll^ ooonar, howavar. It has takan na until today to ranch 
my coplaa of your Initial batch of photographs such has baan tha pUa of 
work I Inharltad hara. 

Firstly, thank you for sotting na straight on tha arrors that 
occurrad In transcribing your handwrlttan raport Into typa. I should hava 
chackad for mlstakas nysalf and not antrustad that task to tha Corporal who 
was halplng na out at tha tlna. Alao, tha additional Infoxnatlon you suppllad 
on that photography as wall as your aqulpnant was nuch approelatad. 

I hava glyon scna thought to tha Inagary I would raquast you to 
acqulra, at your consanlanca of coursa, that will anabla na to conplata ny 
Informal UAS Handbook. Thara ara basluUy thraa typas of Inagary naadadt 

a. Soma nora photography of Jupltar and its noons Illustrating 
apparant novanant In tha noons but, not avldant, novasient of tha 
plimat Itsalf. (you nay racall you hava glwan ana photo of this 
subjact alraady and. If I racall corractly, tha visual affact 
was dua to a tracking arror In your talascopa's drlva). 

b. Exanplas of parallal star trails. You polntad out that tha 
photography of Canopus also ineludas tha trail of an accompany- 
ing rad star. I wondar If you could photo a part of tha haavans 
wfaara thara ara a nunbar of raadlly vlsibla stars so that sons 
Inagary of nultlpla star trails can ba galnad? 

c. Exanplas of tha af facts that can ba obtalnad whan photographing 
calastlal objacts, say tha swon. If tha talascopa Is novad/ 
bouncad/ rotatad whilst tha camara shuttar is opan. Naturally, 

I dont want you to do anything that would damaga your aqulpnant 
in any way but I would ba most appraclatlva If you could taka 
soma "trick" shots for want of a battar way of saying It and 

If you would racord tha typas of distortions, vibrations or 
whatavar you dacldad to Introduca. My concam Is to ba abla to 
say that all Is not what it nay saam to ba. 

If you ara able to produca thasa rasults bafora school starts I would 
ba nost grataful. Also, I thli^ vlth such Inagary I would not naad to Inposa 
furthar on your good pfflcas. 



- 2 - 



I T«ry plMsad to loarn that you h«v« baan alactad a 
councillor of tha ASV for 1984. I oaatlonad your xuam during ay lactura at 
Frankaton and thara vara a nuad>er of noda of racognltlon around tha room > 
no It aaaaa your;vorfc and your Intaraat In tha ASV had not gona unnotlcad 
avan bafora tha alactlona. 



I hopa you hava a happy and paacaful Chrlataaa and that 1984 la 
fraa of Ulnaaa and full of atudy. 




I 
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REPORT OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIOfTINGS 
Part 1 - Report by Observer 



1 . 



2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 



6 . 



7. 



8 . 



Name of Observer 
Address Iqt 



Age . _ 



MIL 



IAM£IJL state _ 

Occupation 



Postcode 



Phone (Heme) 5?^ I2.S 2. 



(Business) 






Exact location of observer 
/or AS 

-ay ^ 












start of observation: Date S^ar (Ui 



End of observation: 
Accuracy of date _ 



SPiTO€-0(f' 

Date 5^0^ oatB 

^f-y/doyc 



£,) Tlme^ yy^ 2-'^0 m /pm 

Time 2. • SO iwi/pm 



Times 






Weather conditions at time of observation, referring to* cloud, 
wing visibility etc SU^-rL/ tT^/M^ASy SuT 



In vA^at direction was the sighting first observed? cJiLA 

At what angle to the horizem? j 




horizon 

Estinate of distance and/or altitude from observer 



3d-i^O ri^ T /iL:riP(We ^ A/i^CCY 



A. 



9 . 



Describe the object (s) /light (s) in your own words, referring to 
the number, colour, size, shape, brightness (relative to full 
mtx)n/star) , movement, sound speed, method of propulsion, manner of 
disappeauTcince and any other unusual features. If possible 
provide a sketch. 



DESGRlPnOM/SKETCH OF OBJECT 



^ (MAu ^ 



tA/ui^€iy/ ^ /nac/e ^ - /icut/ib 



ljt4> a Si^A^ i/^ / CoiaJ/ Joi/ 6/{ca{ 

yj ^ cXcvc4^ 



cm 






drayie/^ 

^0^ 



cuf(/u^A^ <a 

y ^ ' y ' 

^lAt A fy-AX ^yjf^S 2(ZPnn ^<A>i/^Ay ^ 

Cl/^ca^ o^^rzoc 30 - 



Have you any photographs of the sighting, or is there any 
physical evidence of fragments, scorching or ground 
indentations? Aid) 



How many other witnesses to the sighting? (Please provide 
names and addresses if possible) M / 



Any additional conwents you wish to nake. 



898211 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 

5/4/Air Ptl (25) 23 November 1983 



Mr Bett 
PO Box 33906 
WINNELLIE NT 5794 



Dear Mr Bett, 



Thank you for reporting your observation of an 
unusual aerial occurrence to the RAAF. To permit further 
investigation of the report, additional details are 
necessary. 



(iC observer ‘ s report is enclosed. would you 
complete ttm^eport as soon as possible and return it to the 
above address. 



Yours faithfully. 




Enclosure 



1 



Observer's Report 



(B.BIDDINGTON) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 




898211 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 

5/4/Air Ptl (23) 23 November 1983 



Mrs Sue Dlbbs 
23 Frangapanl Street 
NIGHTCLIFF NT 



Dear Mrs Dlbbs, 

Thank you for reporting your observation of an 
unusual aerial occurrence to the RAAF. To permit further 
Investlgetion of the report, additional details are necessary. 

y A*^^sexrver ' s report is enclosed. Would you 
coroplet^the report as soon as possible and return it to 
the above\|idd;i?^ess . 



Yours faithfully. 




Enclosure 



1 



Observer's Report 



(B.BIDDINGTON) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 



898211 



Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 




5/4/Alr Ptl (21) 



23 November 1983 



Mr Patty Peckover 
Block 21 
Cornish Road 
HUMPTY DOO NT 



Dear Mr Peckover, 

Thank you for reporting your observation of an 
unusua^_jierlal occurrence to the RAAF. To permit further 
inve»€i^tion of the report, additional details are necessary. 

A'^observer *s report is enclosed. Would you 
complete the report as soon as possible and return it to 
the abdve address. 



Yours faithfully. 



Enclosure: 1 



Observer's Report 



(B.BIDDINGTON) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 



Pa^e 1 of 6 



miEX. A TO 
HQOC’ AS I 3/A/5 



REPORT OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 



1 . 



2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 



Part 1 - Reix^rt by Observer 



Name of Observer imiv facKcycK 

Address Sicca £?/ frUrii^H Kh yU'ne'Ti Dec 



FerKv</eR 



state 



jtL 



Postcode 



Occupation 






Phone (Home) 



(Business) 



Exact location of observer 

1/ 



Start of observation: 


Date 


Time 


am/nm 


End of observation: 


Date 


Time 


am/ Dffl 


Accuracy of date 




Times 





Weather conditions at time of observation, referring to cloud, 
wing visibility etc* 



6 . 



7. 



In what direction was the sighting first observed? 
At what angle to the horizons? 



90° 

' 

' ^ 45° 

» ✓ 

* ✓ 

You 61 0° 



In what direction was the sighting last observed? 



a/L 42 

AS I 3/A/5 

Annex A 
31 May 74 



/At what 



- 2 - 



ANNEX A 



8 . 



At what angle to the horizon? 



90 '' 

I 

I 



/ 45C 



You JD° 

horizon 



Estimate of distance and/or altitude from observer 







9 . Describe the ob ject(s) /light (s) in your own words, referring to 

the number, colour, size, shape, bri^tness (relative to full 
raoon/star), movement, sound, speed, method of propulsion, manner 
of disappearance and any other unusual featxires, if possible 
provide a sketch. 



Descrintion/Sketch of Ob.iect 




k/h 42 
ASI 3/A/5 
Annex A 
31 May 74 



u 



/l0. Have 



-3- 



Ajfls'lilX A 



10. Have you any photofcraphs of the sighting, or is there any 

physical evidence of fraroents, scorching or ground 
indentations? • 



11. How many other witnesses to the sighting? (Please provide 

names and addresses if possible) 



12. 



Any additional coments you wish to make. 6-f^ 



iKi fves aA" 

/tVA, !>hpx^ 



XJU^AU> 

iAAudt U - 

(snHjy ^ 

tk AcJdJc- /a 

ntC tdici'iHii Tr 



^)Ll 



t ^ 



2- ^d t\ l^fd 



^1-rV 




A/'L 42 
AS I 3/a/ 5 
Annex A 
31 May 74 



/Part 2 



898211 

Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 

5/4/Air Ptl (19) 22 November 1983 



Mrs Helen McFarlane 
PO Box 2546 
DARWIN NT 5794 



Dear Mrs McFarlane, 



Thank you for reporting your observation of an 
unusual^erial occurrence to the RAAF, To permit further 
investigation of the report, additional details are necessary, 



\ A'^obi^erver 's report is enclosed. Would you 
comple^ the repprt as soon as possible and return it to 
the abo^ address. 



Yours faithfully. 




(B.BIDDINGTON) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 



Enclosure: 1 



Observer's Report 



898211 



Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 



5/4/Air Ptl (17) 23 November 1983 



Mr Kerry Petersen 
77 Byrne Circuit 
MOIL NT 5792 



Dear Mr Petersen, 

Themk you for reporting your observation of an 
unusual aerial occurrence to the RAAF. To permit further 
investigation of the report, additional details are necessary. 

\ A '^observer 's report is enclosed. Would you 
complet^the report as soon as possible and return it to 
the abov<k,addresf . 



Yours faithfully. 




Enclosure; 1 



Observer's Report 



(B.BIDDINGTON) 

Flight Lieutenant 
for Officer Commanding 






.minute 

South Australia/ Northern Territory Ri^ion 



Re-foP,-r f^f^o 




OPS 



fVA 



(V\*^ \<EP,( 2 .y PgTeiR. $okJ fVlOlU PtfOf'ie 2 -" 790 " 70 . 

'7V C^fc^r ^ 

Aaa» — ^CL-uO-^ a> K (V«A-»vt. A - 

„_£^ ^ _y ,JJ 5 ^ —XJU^ 

^o“-- g^o_ - -fJU^ 1^6 

SP^'K(;.a. 



O-^^-’"^ C^ UXOo |p-tA-tXU-^ <Sfcw~^ c. 







0[ra+<*:t-a^ JLo^ o.^ 



x>^>— cx^Ll^ 

. j lj . - _ . j ^ 1 ^ r . 



-to A. 0 . 



,|<^ -S-V^-Wg , <»~4 <<4:..*^ 

tJU.rE, A^foc«, -ft. /I<^ <4>).ci«^. 



XLjCLAU. 



L-ii 






dyU-c-^HA^ ^ < 9 - 1 ^ '/<a.olck^. 




f- k^A/iA-v^A -/^/v/«> 

fif.So':^. UJcuA^ rtu>^ r^ t- 

lZefc>(u-€:t> h- ^P^o'i T^ooA^b A-iP-eafi-r- fjoTn-i*^G 



DA. 2397 






p 

iK» ^>"'< Kl^lfcJD 

lliM ).l»:. yjijx., H ?(|>)4 % , ^3 

})l ' . 1 i*.\s I ll^^.^J t L ii. '■ ■ I If 1. i )f\ii^~ f LO 



<1 iMv.sti l.AxunufvL -V. »\l - : -,i, miMG 




1 




I. H LA' L T/AjD LfOCt.C5tD A f / riyuitiD t'A/.4 '< kM^ A/l/ 

xJigbSjKU AlAiAl iilCHTlA/G MO UP lO-DAIt /MOkMATm A/ tS 
A\lAlLARLt AT This HLfVDtAUf'.KtcKS /-A/ P/ SSIALtl _SAkctr<c / iPHCt 
V)i&Rib k{ ‘L(\jik't . Amy k. /h/, k Achoau a//ll D^PtA/D 

/\lk: U '.,( l ( iH{t OlLtl^Mi-Aj . 






LK'LLuS»J<-t A. NtTy LI fj \ Aci- JtAL .‘SlCf/UA/i 



(S 




^ Vt - 'Kl y 



Hgl-iFI 



kt STkVCTLD 



IkJUlC kT 3 (U 






XXA959LKA164 RESTBICIED 
ROUTINE 030UOZ AUG 83 

5 fiji|rPi»H 80 'C i 

^^TIQAMS 
Has IT 

mm 

KGRIC 

HQTVL 

HQWLM 

92VG 

3T 

RESTRICTED 
SIQ 




FOLIO 

c5^ 



0 ZQOC 

k V i. r ^ f\o 



/ 



19-j/SOINT 

ALL U^-'ITS FOR Ii'lTELO (HQ’i/L(^ FOR 77SQN INTc-LO) 

UA9 1 W£STIQAT10NS% 

l. THt FOLLOWING IMFOhrATlON iS htULlhtu r;;.. * 

A HCOC SUBMISSION OM U^S I NVESTIGATIOMS : 

A NUMBER OF INVESTIGATIONS INITIATED EACH MONTH SINCE 1JAN83. 
! ESTIMATE OF AVERAGE TIME SPENT OK EACH INVESTIGATION Y: 



FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS RtQL'IRED FE!R IH^E PREPARATION 0? 



PAGE 2 RAYROB 924 RESTRICTED 

(1) INTEL SECTION, AND 

(2) OTHER SECTiONS OR AGENCIES (SPECIFY) 

C. DETAILS OF ANY PARTICULARLY TIME-CONSUMING INVESTIGATION. 

D. GENERAL COM-^ENTS. 

2. IN CO‘^MON rvTEREST REPLIES ARE "OLICITtD ASAP 
5T 

END RESTRICTED 







Cctv 










distribution/ 






ADMIN80 
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/ 


AIR 4 




FLG FLT 




ORD. ROOM. 










_ ' 









^ 'f 



Stock No 7530-66-034-747I 



MINUTE PAPER 

(Write on this side only) 



5/4/Air Pt1 (14) 




Subject: UAS REPORTING PROCEDURES 

o^e «se^ 




1. Reference folio 13* 

2. Darwin was not one of the imits referred to, however 
in common with them we lack formal procedures for internal 
reporting of unusual aerial sittings (UASs). Most reports 
received this year have come through air traffic control 
channels, the remainder; one; through the switch. I feel that 
this is indicative of the general trend. To satisfy the 

HQOC requirement I propose introduction of an FSO detailing 
actions to be taken when a UAS report is received at RAAF Darwin. 
A draft FSO is attached. 

3. For your comments and approval if appropriate please. 



4 Aug 82 



(G.M. BENNETT) 

SQNLDR 

FIO 



Enclosure; 1 . 




Draft FSO OPS 9/5 - Reporting of Unusual 
Aerial Sightings 



FSO 

OPS 9/5 






FSO OPS 9/5 REPORTING OF UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 



1 



Introduction. All reports of unusual aerial sightings 



(UAS) received at RAAF units must be investigated without delay 
and results forwarded to higher authority. To ensure that 
UAS reports received at RAAF Darwin are investigated by the 
appropriate specialist personnel, the procedures detailed in 
paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 are to be complied with. 

2. Reports Received by the Switchboard Operator and Other 
Personnel. UAS reports received during formation working hours 
are to be directed in the first instance to the Formation 
Intelligence Officer (FIO), extension 5238. Should the FIO 

be uncontactable, the report is to be directed to the Formation 
Counter Intelligence Officer (FCIO) extension 5046. Calls 
received outside working hours are to be directed to the 
Orderly Officer. The FCIO and?^ Orderly Officer are to 
complete Part 1 of the 'Report of Unusual Aerial Sitting’ 
proforma^ and forward the report to the FIO. 

3. Reports received by Air Traffic Control Persorjiel. 

Air traffic controllers who receive UAS reports through air 
traffic communication links are to complete Part 1 of the 
'Report of Unusual Aerial Sighting' proforma^ and forward the 
report to the FIO. 

4. Action by the FIO. The FIO is to action all UAS 
reports as directed by HQOC ASI 3/A/4. 
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FOR FORMATION UAS OFFICERS 
UAS REPORTING PROCEDURES 

1. A UAS WAS RECENTLY REPORTED TO TWO RAAF BASES OUT OF NORMAL WORKING 
-'O'JRS. AT BOTH LOCAT IONS THE SWITCHBOARD O^'ERATOR DID NOT KNOW BASE 
UAS REPORTING PROCEDURES OR T 'E IDENTITY OF THE DESIGNATED UAS OFFICER 
THIS RESULTED IN BAD PUBLICITY FOR THE RAAF 

2. TO AVOID ANY FURTHER PROBLEMS OF THIS NAT'JRE SQOMATION MAS 
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OFFICERS ARE TO REVIEW CURRENT REPORTING SYSTEMS ARE ARE TO IMPLEMENT 

PROCEDURES WHEREBY A CALLER REPORTING A UAS RECEIVES IMMEDIATE 

ATTENTION. FOLLOW-UP ACTION IS DETAILED IN HQOC A5 1 3/ A/5 

3. IF FORMATION UAS OFFICERS ENCOUNTER PROBLEMS WIT ' THE INSTRUCTIONS 

REFERRED TO ABOVE, THEY ARE WELCOME TO CONTACT HQOC (INT2) FOR 

FURTHER ADVICE 
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ONE UFO SEEN AT KALUMBURU 7.40PM 9/11/81 

LIGHT IN CLOUDS MOVING DUE SOUTH HEIGHT ONE TO TWO THOUSAND 
FEET ONE MILE WEST OF KALUMBURU SPEED OVER 1000 MPH 

Father kelly and mr bremner Benedictine mission kalumburu 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE 

(Air Force Office) 

RUSSELL OFFICES 



CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600 

IN REPLY QUOT dP'554/1/50 (34) 



16 October 1981 



See Distribution List 



UAS IRVESTIGATIOR - SPACE DEBRIS RE-ENTRY 



1 . As you are aware, the recent re-entry of a meteorite 
near Marble Bar at the same time as Cosmos 434 was due to 
re-enter, caused considerable confusion. The statement by 

the Perth Observatory that it was nuclear powered, created great, • 

and unwanted, media interest. i 

d 

2. A Department of Defence meeting last week discussed 

procedures for reporting of space vehicle re-entry. As you are ^ 

aware, the two main sources of information on re-entries « 

available at base level are the DSTO Sattellite Bulletin and the i 

NASA Spacewarn Bulletin. These two sources do not, however, | 

contain any classified information; this is held by JIO. | 

Similarly, JIO have access to information concerning nuclear ^ 

powered satellites and know well in advance of any likely re-entry s 

of a nuclear powered satellite. Department of Defence SOPs for | 

reporting of re-entries are now being revised, with JIO being tasked § 

as the central agency for the decisions on satellite re-entry. i 

3. The RAAF UAS investigation/reporting chain is to remain | 

unchanged. Investigating officers are, however, requested to ’ 

refrain from putting a possible name to any suspected space debris | 

re-entry, as often the exact debris cannot be identified from i 

unclassified records. Investigating officers are to classify 5 

the reports as 'probable space debris' or 'probable meteorite* as 
applicable. (Space debris usually has an orange/red tail while a 
meteorite often has a blue/green tinged 'tail'). Hopef\iLly by 

not speculating upon the exact natvire of the debris, undue media 
interest can be avoided. 




(I.S. FRAME) 

Squadron Leader 

for Chief of Air Staff 
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Headquarters 
RAAF Base 
DARWIN NT 5789 

21 October 1981 



Mr Alan Caust 

C/- St John Ambulance 

PO Box 570 

TENNANT CREEK NT 5760 



Dear Sir, 



UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 



Further to our telephone conversation of 
21 October 1981, herewith proforma* It would be 
appreciated if you could complete this form and 
provide whatever information you may consider relevant 
or pertinent* 

Following receipt, we will further our 
investigation into the sittings* 

Yours faithfully. 




(P*J* BENNETT) 

Squadron Leader 

for Officer Commanding 
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JJ ADDNYU 
192332 ASMOYC 
SURORG 81/012(6) UFO REPORT 
A. TELECON COSURCEN/SOC ADDN 191235 OCT 81 

1. TENNANT CREEK RESIDENT. MR ^l^^CAUST REPORTED SIGHTING VERY 
BRIGHT LIGHT 2-3 NM SW OF ADTC AT APPROX 4-500FT. OBJECT 
DISAPPEARED AT TREETOP LEVEL AT APPROX 9 PM LOCAL 19 OCT. 

INFORMANT ADVISES OBJECT CHANGED COLOUR FROM RED TO BLUE AND GREEN 
AND HAD BEEN SIGHTED ON AND OFF FOR PREVIOUS TWO WEEKS 

2. MET OFFICER ADTC REPORTED THAT MET BALLOON WITH LOW POWERED 
LIGHT WAS LAUNCHED AT 8PM LOCAL AND DRIFTED SW OF ADTC. MET OFFICER 
WAS OBSERVING UNTIL 8.50 PM AND DIDNT SIGHT ANYTHING UNUSUAL IN SW 
SECTOR. 

3. MR CAUST PREVIOUSLY REPORTED UFO SIGHTINGS ON 26 SEP 80 AND 
5 OCT 80. THESE SIGHTINGS ASSESSED AS MET BALLOONS.? 

5. PLS ONPASS TO MILITARY AUTHORITIES IF APPROPRIATE 



ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 



TELEPHONE: DanriJl 89 9911 



IN REPLY QUOTE.. 5 / 4 /Aix ns (9) 



Headquarters 
HiAF Base 

DASmS NT 5789 
17 th October 1974 



The Editor 

Northern Territory News 
Mitohell Street 
DARWIN NT 5790 



DNUSUAL AERIAL 3IGHTINQ 



During the morning of l6th October 1974» m number of reports of unusual 
~aerial sittings were received at RAAF Base Darwin. These emanated from Katherine 
in the Northern Territory and from several localities around Pitzroy Crossing 
in Western Australia. The reports generally^ were of a group of reddish "tailed" 
lights moving rapidly across the sky from Southwest to Northwest, shortly after 
8 pm on the evening of Tuesday 15th October. , - 

A preliminary investigation has been carried out at RAAF Base DARWIN, and 
it is thou^t that the most porbadsle cause of these slj^tings was man-made. 
Calculations indicate that a PAC-A satellite launched in 1969 , and an OAO-3 rocket, 
launched in 1972, together with discarded remanents of their respective launch 
stages, should have been visible at about the time and in about the area of the 
sighting reports. The other possibilities ears that the sightings were due to 
short-lived satellite or rocket staiges recently launched or other man-made objAots 
rendered incandescent as they re-enter the atmosphere after long periods in orbit. 

The original sighting reports will be sent to Department of Defence (Air) 
in Canberra fcr fully and more detailed Investigation. Should that examination 
indicate other or different causes, you will be informed. 



(S.L. HARDING) 

Squadron Leader 

for Officer Commanding 
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DEPARTWJIIT OF DSFMCE (AIR OFFICE ) 



UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 



SUi WJlY ITO 5 



JANUARY 1975 - DECEMBER 1973 



BATE 


THE 

(Giir) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


2 Jan 73 

18 Jrn 73 

19 Jan 73 


1335 

1345 

1350 


Chadstone, Vic 


Small star like object travelling approx SSW 


Cosmos satellite 44 
and rocket A0A5 


2 Jan 73 


1227 


Turner, ACT 


V/hite flashing object, hi^ and travelling 
fast to the east 


Meteorite 


6 Jan 73 


1000 


Shoal Bay, NSV/ 


Intense blue light travelling at high speed 
from north east to the south east 


Re-entry of space 
debris 


14 Jan 73 


1050 


Coolangatta, CJJ) 


Red and vhite li^ts to the west in the 
vicinity of Coolangatta Airport and pools 
of light on the grovind on the side of the 
highv/ay north of Balina 


A private helicopter 
and pools of water 
reflecting moonlight 


14 Jan 73 


1000 


Surfers Paradise QLD 


Lig^it and noise like beat of helicopter 
travelling north 


Helicopter 


19 Jan 73 


1000 


Qjieauibeyan, NSW 


Saucer shaped object with revolving red, 
orange, yellow, green and violet li^ts 


Suspected hoax 


3 Peb 73 


0940-1200 


Dingadee, NSW 


Large, bright multi-coloured lights in sky 


Planet Saturn sighted 
through temperature 
inversion 


4 Feb 73 


1110 


Klmba, SA 


Orange shaft of light adjacent to Eyre 
Highv;ay near Kimba 


Possibly burning 
methane gas 


15 Feb 73 


1100 


East Kev, Vic 


Round object with reddish light in centre 
and amber coloiired lights around 
circumference travelled NE to SVif 

/24 F( 

. --J 


Balloon 
Jb 73 

1 
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DATE 


TIME 

(GIB?) 


• 

LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


24 Feb 75 


1030 


Leongatha, Vic 


Li^t in sky on bearing’ 345° at an elevation 
of 052 ° 


Star Capella or 
planet Saturn 


9 Mar 75 


1000 


Belmont, NSW 


Purple glow over lounge room and contents. 
One of the occupants went outside and 
imaediately sighted two globular lights 
moving across the slsy at high speed 


Methane gas blown 
into house from 
adjacent mine slmft. 
Globular lights 
caused bj’- optical 
illusions due to 
image retention by 
retinae 


9 Mar 75 


1830 


Charleston, NSV 


Shiny metallic silver object with associated 
•cloud of vapour* nraving south 


QAIJTAS fli^t QPI 5 I 
from Tahiti en ix>ute 
Sydney 


9 Mar 75 


0750 


Tea Gardens, NSW 


Greenish blue light of great intensity 
travelling at hi^i speed from the SSE to 
NNE 


0A0-A2 Rocket 
No 1968 / 11 OB 


10 Mar 75 


0710 


Balcombe, Vic 


Two flashing red ligiits crossing Nepean 
Highway at low altitude from North to the 
East 


Light aircraft 
carrying out flying 
training from 
Moorabin under ni^t 
visual meteorological 
conditions 


15 Mar 75 


0900 


Newcastle, NSV/ 


Brigiit flashing white light and basic red 
glow in sky travelling at hl^ speed from 
SSE to the West 


Mirage aircreift 
operating at high 
altitude in the 
Sydney-Richmond area 


.4 






/1 5 Piar 75 

1 
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DAI® 


TIME _ 
(GMP) 


LOCATION 


DESCniPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


15 ^^ar 73 


1500 


Subiaco, V/A 


Red and white li^ts in sky at low altitude 
travelling in an arc from East, throiish 
North to the South V/est 


Aircraft entering 
final approach for 
Perth airport 


15 Mar 73 


1235 


Mereweather, NSV/ 


Red light in SI/ travelling from azimuth of 
approx 14° to horizon 


Meteor or space 
debris re-entry 


16 Mar 73 


1615 


Amberley, Qld 


green light in sky travelling at high 
speed from N\/ to South at elevation of 
approx 5° 


Meteor or space 
debris re-entry 


18 Mar 73 


0650 


Mascot, NSW 


Silvery grey ob;ject in sky travelling from 
E 2 ?E to N\/ at high speed 


Unknown 


18 Mar 73 


0010-0020 


An till Ponds, Taa 


Bright white light to KNE later turned green 
and then pink diminishing in size as 
elevation decreased 


Light aircraft 
enroute Hobart to 
Launceston 




0105-0110 


Perth Tas vicinity 


Bright white light in sky to the SW 


Star Sirius 


25 Mar 73 


0900 


Boolaroo, NSW 


Object falling from sky, plus red light 
blinking on and off 


Meteor and the planet 
Satxim distorted by 
atmospheric conditions 


25 Mar 73 


1100 


Charlestovm, NSW 


Sparkling silver object travelling through 
the sky at an elevation of 30 ° from SS\/ to 
North 


US satellite No 

1964/001 A 


26 Mar 73 


1205 


Kew, Vio 


Bright object moving througii sky in a 
southerly direction 


Aircraft en route 
Launceston 


- — i 






/26 Mar ' 
1 


D 

1 






DATE 


TIME 

(Giir) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


26 Mar 73 


1045 


Manly, NS\/ 


Vfliite flashihg li^t travelling along coast 
from south to north 


Cornnuter service air- 
craft en route 
Newcastle 


28 Mar 73 


0920 


Ravenswood, Tas 


Two flashing li^ts heading ENE passing 
overhead 


re-entry of space 
debris 


51 Mar 73 


0900 


Holbrook, NS\7 


Bpi^t white li^t (later turned orange) 
travelling across northern sky towards NNE 


Light aircraft 
operating under ni^t 
visual meteorological 
conditions 


3 Apr 73 


1530-1 630 


Deirwin, NT 


Blinking li^t of several coloxirs sifted 
to the S\/ at an elevation of about 50° • 
Disappeared overhead. Lights of car 
flickered on and off with a flicking sound. 


Reflection from 
teleplione/power line 
insulators. Circuit 

breaker in car 
operating due to fault 
in headlight wiring 


5 Apr 73 

< 


2200 


Claredale, via Ayr, Qld 


Shining silver object with a line of li^ts 
or reflections of simli^t in a gold, blue 
and red colouring 


Hi^ flying research 
balloon 


6 Apr 73 


1730 


Hochedale, Qld 


Brilliant blue light accompanied by a 
clicking sotind moving at a spegd of approx 
5-10 nq)h at an elevation of 15 


Ball lightning or 
•Kugelblitz* 


8 Apr 75 


1118 


Nimawading, Vic 


Brigiit orange crescent shaped object 
disappeared over horizon to north east 


Setting crescent moon 
viewed throu^ 
inversion 


8 Apr 75 

/ < 


1750 


Springbrook, Qld 


Brilliant orange/white ball elevation 
10°-20° travelling at 5-10 mph to the 
south west 

/9 Apr 


Ball lightning or 
•Kugel blitz* 

73 
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DATE 


Tirs 

(GMP) 


LOCATION 




DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


9 Apr 75 


1145 

1155 

1200 

1200 

1200 

1200 


E^eton, Vic j 

Bendigo , Vic ^ 

Dingley, Vic ^ 

■ Clayton, Vic 
Prankford, Tas ^ 
Lake Bolao, Vic] 




Group of white lif^ts travelling in a 
straight Jine from west to south, elevation 
approx 50 


Re-entry of space 
debris 


9 Apr 75 


2000 


Croydon, Vic 




White light travelling ^n a north westerly 
direction, elevation 60° 


Re-entry of space 
debris 


9 Apr 75 


2000 


Lockleys, 3A 




Two yellow li^^ts in sky, elevation 10-15° 
sighted due north, travelling west to east’ 


Re-entry of space 
debris 


10 Apr 75 


1550 


V^ynnum Nth, Qld 




Multi-coloured li^ts near Brisbane airport 


Pokker Priendship 
departing Brisbane 
airport 


11 Apr 75 


1240 


West Dubbo, NSW 




Plashing blue, red, white, green light in 
western slsy, finally merging to constant 
wliite 


Star Sirius 


7/15 Apr 75 


0650 


Targa, Tas 




Plashing red and white light moving from 
WSW to NW 


Electra aircraft on 
7 Apr. Second 

sighting tindetermined 
tlorovigh lack of 
information 


12 Apr 75 


1050 


Canberra, ACT 




Steady electric blue li^t in vicinity of 
Canberra airport descended below visual 
horizon 

/14 


Cessna aircraft on 
final circuit on 
runway 12 

Apr 75 



/ 



/ 
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MTE 


iim 

(G^D?) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPriON 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


14 Apr 73 


0200 


Koron^ Vale, Vic 


Poxir spiral indentations on side of road 


Report received late 
and on investigation 
identations had been 
erased. Cause 
xmdetermined 


14 Apr 73 


0110 


Dubbo, imi 


Silver netallic object performing aerobatic 
manoeuvres overhead at approx 10,000 ft 


Aircraft 


15 Apr 73 


1345 


Chennside, Qld 


Bright ygllow object descending slowly from 
about 50 elevation to horizon 


Rocket fleire or 
similar pyrotechnic 
device 


18 Apr 73 


1140 


Vaucluse, NS\/ 


Bright white light low on the horizon to the 
East appeared stationarj’’ at first then moved 
rapidly to south 


Aircraft operating 
out of Sydney Inter- 
national airport 


22 Apr 73 


0530 


Wandin East, Vic 


Dull grey object of large size with flashing 
amber li{dits on top perimeter moved slowly 
overhead from NE to S. Height 00 to 100 ft 
elevation 45-50° 


Refracted image of 
vehicle moving along 
nearby road 


25 Apr 73 


1926 


Williamstown, 1TS\7 


Intense whitg li{^t with red trail, 
elevation 4§ in northern sky. Descended 
to about 15 


Space debris on 
re-entry 


29 Apr 73 


approx 

1600 


Western Australia 


Bright li{^t in sky travelling from approx 
north to south east sighted by 12 observers 
from Port Hedleind to Kambalda 


Space debris on 
re-entry 


2 May 73 


1200 


Amberley, Qld 


Two fast moving bri^t lights in sky moving 
from east to south 


Army helicopter 
activity 


^ 






/2 May 73 



V 
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DATE 


TIME 

(GIZT) 


LOCATION 


DESCPJFTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


2 May 73 


0935 


Umina, NSW 


Group of red^and white lights in SV/ sky, 
elevation 45 moved at speed to the SSV/ 


Two IblAP Mirages on 
training flight from 
Williamtown 


approx 
4 May 73 


approx 

1730 


Bowen, Qld 


Brilliant light in sky in the west, 
elevation 45” 


Unknown 


6 May 73 


0840 


Nth Carlton, Vic 


Yellow to orange object with white tail, 
elevation 45° to 5o” to the NW moved at 
speed to south east 


Space vehicle desig 
1973 - 018B on 
re-entry 


9 May 73 


1255 


Croydon, Vio 


Ululating sound moving from E to W 


Ambulance siren 


10 May 75 


0930 


Noble Park, Vio 


Bri^t white light travelling low in sky from 
east to north 


Space vehicle desig 
1973 - 018C on 
re-entry 


12 May 73 


1555-1800 


Mascot, NSli/ 


Bright suffused light with occe-sionsil red, 
blug and green flashes moving slowly from 
02g to N and climbing from horizon to about 
45° elevation 


Star VEGA 


5 I'lay 73 


0825 


Amberley, Qld 


Three moving star-like objects in sky, two 
moving N to S and the other from E to W 


Space debris and 
the satellite 
PAGEOS I. 


12 May 73 


0830 


Goaford area, NSW 


Bri^t white li^t in sky travelling 
southerly direction 


Cessna flying from 
Kempsey to ^dney 


13 May 73 


2010 


V^ynyard, Tas and 
Riverside, Tas 


6 lights in sky moving from SI/ to NE 


Debris from Salyut 6 
on re-entry 


f-4 






/1 4 My 73 

_J 


1 
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MTE 


TIl’E 

(GMT) 


IXXJATION 


DESCRIPTIOH 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


14 May 75 


1850 


Hobart, Tas 


Brigiit white light heading east 


Pageos 1 


14 May 75 


1845 


Newnham, Tas 


Unusual white li^t in SE sky 


Mars 


15 May 73 


1945 


ICillamy Vale, NS\/ 


Gold li^t which later turned red approx 
size of bread and butter plate moving N to 
S 


QANTAS aircraft 
OF 764 en route 
Ban^ok to S 3 '-dney 


16 May 73 


1500 


Montrose, Vic 


Dull light accongjanied by xilvilating sound, 
actual object not sighted 


Passing police car 


18 May 73 


1500 


Sassafras, Vlo 


Siren like noise above house accompanied by 
bluish white light 


Passing police car 


22 May 75 


1150 


Minto, NS\7 


Li^t in south v/estem sky, elevation approx 
50 °, colovir alternating white/red/purple 


Star Canopus^ viewed 
throu^ a . 5 ° 
inversion 


22 May 73 


1925 


Doncaster, Vic 


triulating sovtnd heard from rear of house 
travelling east to west 


Passing police cax 


25 May 73 


0920 


The Entrance, NS\7 


Two sets of bright orange-red^lights in 
eastern sky, elevation 50 -45 


Image of the rising 
moon thro^g^ a 
severe (8 C) 
temperatiire 
inversion 


25 May 73 


1105 


Forest Hill, Vic 


Yellowy-orange li^t moving from overhead 
to the South at a steady speed 


Space debris on 
re-entiy 


25 May 73 


0222 


Balga, WA 


Dull white object with pulsating red glow 
performing aerial manoeuvres 


Macchi from iiAAP 
Pearce 


r 






/29 May 73 

1 .. 
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MTE 


TIl'E 

(GIB?) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


29 Ilay 75 


1215 


Chadstone, Vic 


Small bri^t light 15° elevation in eastern 
sky 


Planet Jupiter 


29 Ilry 73 


0940 


Lynwood, WA 


Large, bright green object in northern sky 
descending rapidly 


Space debris 


29 llay 73 


0810 


lUngwood, Vic 


Orange and red li{^ts at approx 80° 
elevation moving towards N\/ 


Boeing 727 en route 
Tullamarine 


29 Ifey 75 


0350 


Amberley, Qld 


Bright white light trailing smoke plummeted 
into ground 


Space debris on 
re-entry 


51 ifey 75 


pm hours 


Sprinsbrook, Qld 


Moving flashing lights in sky, mainly vdiite 
but flashing green or red on occasions 


Stars seen through 
inversion 


31 llay 73 


0915 


East Doncaster, Vic 


Large bright light, flashing red li^t and 
bluish light in sky heading towam:ds west 


Boeing 727 en route 
Tullamarine 


12/15 Jun 75 


1300-1700 


Ulverstone, Tas 


Tliree closely grouped white lights in the 
south, possibly one object, flashing red 
and green 


Rigel Kentaiirus 


13 Jun 75 


1330 


Teran^', Vic 


Amber yellow light crossed in front of car 
in a north v;esterly direction# The light 
then changed direction to the south west and 
finally disappeared in a north easterly 
direction 


Ball li^tning 


13 Jun 73 


2256 


Robbs Jetty, WA 


Brif^t yellow star-like object with five or 
six smaller objects trailing moving in a 
westerly direction, elevation 40 ° 


Space debris 
re-entry 









/1 5 Jun 73 

I 
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date 


TIME 

(GMT) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


15 Jun 75 


1015 


Avondale Helots, Vic 


\7hite li^lit source on photograph negative 


Camera fault or 
unobserved li^^h't 
source 


17 Jun 73 


1100 


Toowoomba, Qld 


Bright white flashing light moving in a 
southerly direction 


Stag Canopus through 
5,5°C inversion 


19 Jun 73 


2050 

> 


Iforninijton Peninsula, 
Vic 


Orange light sighted from aircraft, ^toved 
parallel to but at a lower altitude to the 
aircraft for about 10 miles then moved off 
at right angles 


Reflection of the 
rising stm from a 
light aircraft 


21 Jun 73 


2220 


Mbrang, Vic 


Bright light in the v/est in the vicinity of 
Tullamarine airport 


Ansett Boeing 727 
with landing 
lights on, on 
approach 
Tullamarine 


22 Jun 75 


1150 


Black>/all, Tas 


Bright white/orange li^t moving slowly 
south-N\7 


Light aircraft 


25 Jun 75 


1150 


Mareeba, Qld 


Greenish colour light, sli^tly larger than 
Venus, elevation approx 15 , moving slowly 
to the east 


Planet Jupiter 


24 Jun 75 


1110 


Perth, Tas 


One bright light initially, then foxor, 
moving north-south fading rapidly 


Space debris 
re-entry 


24 Jun 73 


2100 


Brisbane area, Qld 


Brilliant white light elevation approx 70* 
bearing 30 E 


Planet Jupiter 








/24 Jun 73 


1 



4 



- 11 - 



DATE 


51S1 

I 

I 


LOCATION 


'DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


24 Jun 73 


0550 


^^^Illewa, V/A 


Large red/vdiite round object emitting noise 
like engine 


Ileteorological 
balloon. Other 
noise, possibly 
train or truck, 
associated with 
sighting 


25 Jtin 73 


0200 


Wembley, V/A 


Two white objects at high altitude moving 
to the north west 


A Ilacchi 
formation from 
RAAF Pearce 


50 Jun 73 


1940 


I'bmington, Vic 


Bri^t white li^t rising in sky with long, 
high-pitched quivering soxmd 


Unknown 


Jul 75 




Terang, Vic 


Several local people engag-ed in skywatching 
activities sighted a variety of lights 


Satellites, 

Aircraft 


1 Jul 73 


0700 


Rokewood, Vic 


Big light in western sky changing colovir 
orange, red, blue-green moving away 


Undetermined 
light aircraft 
in uncontrolled 
airspace 


5 Jul 75 


0755 


Camberwell, Vic 


Bri,ght white light moving EtlE-NNE v^ithout 
sound 


Landing lights 
of DC-9 VH-TJD 


3 Jul 73 


2145 


Lancefield, Vic 


Long narrow white cloud with pink reflection 
underneath 


Stratus patch 


4 Jul 73 


0725 


Rokewood, Vic 


Bright orange light stationairy in western 
slj’', flattened out and disappeared 


Reflection of 
svin on ice 
crystal layer 
or cloud 


/ 8 Jul 75 


0845-0950 


Abling'i Island 
New Britain, PNG 


Brilliant Orange - Red li^^t low on western 
.horizon 

/8 Jul 73 


Venus 
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MTE 


TDIS 

(GI!T) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


6 Jul 75 


1000 


Ablingi Islajrad 
New Britain, PNG 


Bri^t white object in NE sky 


Vega 


8 Jill 75 


1515 


Launceston, Tas 


Intense orange li^t, viewed from above 
fog bank, disappeared into the fog 


City lights obsctired 
by moving fog b£udc 


8 Jul 75 


2250 


Launceston, Tas 


Bri{^t silver object flashed past window 


DC-9 Laxmceston- 
rielboume 


8 Jul 75 


2250 


West Launceston, Tas 


Bright silver object flashed past window 


DC-9 Launceston- 
Melboume 


9 Jul 75 


0815 


Box Hill, Vic 


Bri^t sparkling star 


Initial report only. 
Pro forma not 
con 5 )leted. 

Investigation closed. 


14 Jul 75 


0450 


Boroko, HTG 


Bri^t wliite li^^t ascending to the NE 


Initial report only. 
Pro forma not 
completed. 

Investigation closed. 


14 Jul 75 


0715 


Boroko, PNG 


Three bright lights in triangular 
formation 


Antares, Simula, 
Kaus Australis 


14 Jul 75 


0750 


Kimbe, PNG 


Conical glowing object with red light 
on top hovering 5 above horizon 


Initial report only. 
Pro forma not 
completed. 

Investigation closed. 


17 Jul 75 


1005 


V/illiamtown, ITSW 


Cream, Yellow, orange li^t ruoving 
rapidly north-south, south-north 


Ball lightning or 
•Kugelblitz • 


17 Jul 75 

1 


1612 


Pearce, WA 


Plashing red li^ts which followed air- 
strip and rose rapidly 

/I 8 JuT 75 


Spurious report 



V 
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DATE 


THE 

(Giir) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE C..USE 


18 Jul 75 


1250 


New Lambton, N.W 


Two v/hite lights moving slowly away from 
observer changing to red before fading from 
view 


Aircraft lights 


20 Jul 73 


0835 


Wallsend, NSW 


Single white light moving strai/^t across 
the sky 


Cosmos 330 


22 Jul 75 


0830 


North Entrance, NSV/ 


Plashing red light changing to bright 
white li^t wliich moved rapidly HE-SE and 
faded out 


Two separate light 
sour c e 3 . JUPITER 
throu-^ ten 5 )erature 
inversion and aircraft 
lif^its 


22 Jul 73 


0845 


Kavieng, PNG 


One bright ob^Ject and five less bright 
objects in cross formation in western sky. 


Venus and other minor 
stcirs 


25 Jul 75 


0745 


Frankston-Kyneton, Vic 


Fourteen reports of blue/green light/object 
descending rapidly HE-NW 


i'ieteor 


23 Jul 73 


0830 


Saldor, PNG 


Brilliant white object moving rapidly from 
west to east 


Pegasvis 2 


23 Jul 75 


0940 


Ballarat, Vic 


Blue light travelling rapidly east-west 
and disappeared over horizon 


Meteor 


24 Jul 75 


0745 


Watsonia, Vic 


Spherical white object moving rapidly 
across sky east-south west 


Meteor 


24 Jul 73 


0746 


1 Beaumaris, Vic 


Pale green-white star like object descending 
rapidly NHW-NW 


Meteor 








/24 Jul 73 
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DATE 


THiE 

(GMT) 


LOCATION 


DESCHIPTIOT 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


24 Jul 75 


0800 


Chelsea, Vic 


Aqua-blue lij^t descending rapidly 
north-south over horizon 


Meteor 


24 Jul 73 


0825 


South Croydon, Vic 


Bri^t white, yellow li^t moving NE-NV/ 


Landing lights of one 
of three flights 
schedviled into 
Tullamarine 


24 Jul 73 


0845 


Lilydale, Vic 


Bri^t white stationary light 


Canopus magnified by 
ten5>erature inversion 


24 Jul 75 


0930-1230 


Madan^-, PNG 


Bright white light 


Initial report only. 
Pro forma not 
completed. 

Investigation closed. 


25 Jul 73 


0905 


Sale, Vic 


Various reixirts of object which co- 
incided with reports from NS\/ and 
Victoria of meteor 


Meteor 


25 Jul 75 


0914 


Puckapimyail, Vic 


Bri^t green light moving rapidly east-west 


Meteor 


25 Jul 75 


0945-1215 


Saidor, niG 


Bright yellowish/white object in the east 
moving slowly and erratically west. 
Smaller white flashing object appeared to 
be attached beneath bri^ter object 


Meteorological balloon, 


30 Jul 73 


0914 


Lilydale, Vic 


Two small white lights moving north-south 
low on horizon 


Aircraft lights 








/2 Aug 73 








1 



MTE 


TBE 

(Glff) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


2 Aug 75 


1225 


South Hedland, WA 


One flashing red light and one steady red 
light heading SS\/ gaining height 


P-28 Pt Hedland- 
Vittenoom 


5 Aug 75 


1110 


Forrest, V/A 


Pulsating light in the east clianging colour 
whi t e-green-red 


Venus 


6 Aug 73 


1540 


Colac, Vic 


Bright glowing red/orange light rising 
quickly and disappearing 


Jupiter magnified by 
Cirrus cloud. 

Apparent speed due to 
cloud movemenb 


8 Aug 73 


1430-1515 


Pootscray, Vic 


Red, white, green light hovering and revolving 
erratically 


Canopus distorted by 
temperatxare inversion. 


11 Aug 73 


1550 


Oatslands, Tas 


Extremely bright flasliing red, white and blue 
object laigh in eastern sIqt 


Jupiter 


12 Aug 73 


1255-1520 


Swanboume, VJA 


Bright white/blue-white lights in ERE iiKDving 
south and disappeared behind trees 


Aircraft approaching 
Perth airport. 


13 Aug 73 


0950-1000 


Rowville, Vic 


Single white light initially which became 
three as object approached observer and became 
red flashing li^ts on underside as it passed 
overhead, Acconqjanying jet noise. 


Air New Zealand DC-8 


14 Aug 73 


O830-0900 


Williamtovm, NSW 


Three separate white lights moving rapidly 
south-north east 


Space debris re-entry 


15 Aug 75 


0930-1230 


Glen V/averley, Vic 


Pulsating red, green and white light moving 
gradually south-south east and rising 
then disappeared 

/I 6 Aug 73 


Achemar distorted by 
pollution 



r 
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DATE 


TIME 

(Giro) 


LOCATION 

1 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


16 Aug 73 


1120 


— 

ilnucane Island, NA 


Bright white object rising erratically NW-WSW 


Meteorological balloon 
released from Port 
Hedland 


17 Aiig 73 


0925-1010 


East Bentleigh Vic 


Brilliant light in western sky flaring 
intermittently 


Altona waste burn-off 


19 Aug 73 I 


1100 


Ingham Qld 


, 

Three Blue lights in eastern sky moving 
backv:ards and forwards. 


Unknown. Possible 
spurious report 


19 Aug 73 


1200 


Cairns Qld 


Orange light rising graduallj*' and fading 
intermittently 


Jupiter 


20 Aug 73 


1130 


Townsville Qld 

i 


1 Plashing yellow light in west moving slowly 
j up and down and faded from view in NE 


ATC vehicle lights 


30 iug 73 


0950 


1 

Mont Albert Vic | 

i 


Bright orange/gold light moving from the east, 
halting momentarily and moving off to the 
north and disappeared with a slight flash 


i Boeing 727 landing 
j at Tullamarine. 


30 iug 73 


j 1405 


Kew Vic 


Stationary scarlet light 


Canopus discoloured by 
pollution 


51 iug 73 


0950 


East Gosford NSW 


Orange/white objects with green tail heading 
south emitting a low hum. Remained stationary 
for 15-20 seconds and then moved off rapidly 
to the east 


Light aircraft 


5 Sep 73 


1330 


Hawkesdale Vic 


Round blue object flashed through sky and 
disappeared in three seconds. 


Meteor 


5 Sep 73 

/ ^ 


1818 

1 

1 


O’Connor ACT 


Yellow/orange light heading SE and disappeared 
in two seconds with 'Whooshing' noise 


Meteor 
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DATE 


I 

TIME 

(Gt?r) 


LOCATION 


1 

DESCRIPTION 

1 


t 

' POSSIBLE CAUSE 


6 Sep 73 


— 

0927 

1 


Northcote Vic 


[Bright white light moving north and turning 
[west then south 

: 


Air New Zealand DC-8 in 
! approach circuit for 
! Tullamarine 


7 rep 73 


1 

! 1000 

i 


Killara NSW 


! 

■Object with bright red and white lights ! 

j hovering in the east and disappeared ENE 


1 

1 Aircraft 

j 


7 Eep 73 


1 

1 200-1 230 


Balgowlah NSW 


j Bright white light in eastern slcy 


Mars 


8 Eep 73 


0500-0600 


Stinshine Vic 


[Oval shiny ohjoct with bright white light 

1 

: 1 

! 


Reflection cf svin off 
aircraft and the aircraft 
1 light. 


8 Eep 73 


1145 


Hewkesdale Vic 

♦ 


jTwo white lights heading 270° three minutes ^ 
1 apart maintaining constant course 


|two DC-9 aircraft 
i Latinceston— Melbourne 


I 

8 Eep 73 


i 

' 1845 


Alice Springs NT 


j High flying lights 


j Satellites 


9 Eep 73 

I 

I 


1100 

1 

1 


Cove Hill Tas 

1 

1 


1 Bright white light approaching observer from 
1 EJIE became flashing red light which circled 1 
j three times and faded away to the north , 


1 DC-9 Departing Hobart 

1 

1 


I 

9 Eep 73 I 

i 


1 

j 22^3 

I 


[ OsLome Park WA 

i 


1 

1 Stationary white light in ESE sky which 
j suddenly disappeared j 


Aircraft approaching 
j Perth 


i 

11 Sep 73 1 


0855 


i Donvale Vic 

1 


! Bright steady yellow/white light in northern 
1 sky^ stationary at first then moving to the 
1 west gaining speed and disappeared behind a 
J hill. 


Ansett DC-9, "'^-CZE, 
Brisbane - Melbourne 


12 Sep 73 


1505-1515 


1 

South Yarra Vic 

1 


» 

Circular shaped object with red, green and 
white li£^ts heading south-north 


Brain and Brown DC-3 
Launceston - Essendon 


13 Sep 73 
, / 


1040 


Longford Tas 


Bright white light in the west which 
disappeared after 3“4 minutes 


Venus 
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DATE 


TIME 

(or-TP) 


LOCATION 


T 1 

! DESCRIPTION 

* - - i 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


17 Sep 73 


1005 


Campbell Tovm Tas 

! 


j Bright red and white lights high in the east ! 
j which disappeared with a humining noise | 
I behind trees in the NW. j 
1 


DC-9 Hobart- Launceston 

1 


19 Sep 73 


0920 


New Lambton Heights 
NSW 


Bright yollow/white light low on NE horizon 
then 5° movement west and return and 
disappeared behind a hill | 

I 


Initially OAO-3 rocket 
then Decchcraft. 

1 

1 

1 


23 Sep 73 


1 230-1 300 

1 


Blacknar. * s Bay Tas 


! 1 

Bright light in WSif shining upwards varying 
j in intensity and faded after 30 minutes 


1 

! Aurora australis or 
j similar phenomena 


24 Sep 73 


0828 


Mar 3 nrille NSW 


Brilliant white light changing to amber ! 

heading lINiiT-SSE varying in intensity, I 

variable flight path with bursts of 
1 acceleration and faded in SSE, 


! Light aircraft 

1 


28 Sep 73 


1110 


Iwullewa WA 

i 


Tvro dark objects sighted just above the 
western horizon suddenly disappeared 

1 


Refracted images of ships 


29 Sep 73 


1630-1745 i 

1 

1 

j 


1 Queanbeyan NSW 

1 

! 


Three brigfit white lights in eastern sky 
appearing to hover and move in an irregular 
pattern 


1 Sirius , Rigel and Procyon 

i 


Oct 73 ! 


! 1255 

1 


Wagga Wagga NSW 

1 

1 


Well lit low flying object about the size of 
a Boeing 707 

1 ; 


1 

^ Initial report only, Pro- 
j forms not completed 
1 investigation closed, 

1 


5 Oct 73 


1005 


Evandale Tas 


[white light moving west east from 60 to 
horizon appearing to zig zag before fading 
from view 


: Satellite 

! 

i 

j 


8 Oct 73 

/ 

( 


1230 

i 


St Lucia Qld 


Bright x^hite light and smaller red light fell 
vertically then moved horizontally and 
disappeared behind a building. 

1 

j 


i 

i TAA DC-9 landing at 
1 Brisbane 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 
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DATE 


TIME 

(gmt) 


T LOCATION 

i 

4— — 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


14 Oct 73 


0430 


j Alderly Qld 


silver object floating south-north for 10 
ndmites and faded from view 


Meteorological Balloon 


16 Oct 73 


0400-0500 


Mentone Vic 


White ro\ind object siehted high in IINE 
noving west, 

i 


Venus 

i 


16 Oct 73 


0800-1 000 


Konos, New Ireland PNG 


Bright yellow/red light sighted just above 
IWE horizon rising to 45°. 


i Mars 
1 


21 Oct 73 


0817 


Kedron Qld 


White light to the ESE with orange tips 
receded quickly to ENE, 


[Aircraft lighting 


21 Oct 73 


1 645-1 700 


Dianella WA 


Rod, brown and mauve light rose rapidly from 
ITd horizon over to SE horizon. 


Space debris 


24 Oct 73 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


1200 

1 1 
1 

1 

1 

1 


Inal 00 V7A 

j 


Three red and one v^hite light appeared from 
the west and disappeared south behind 
houses. 


Lights of Altair MtI-2 
Aircraft Geraldton- 
Jan'dakot 


26 Oct 73 


1820 


Bluff Point WA 


Single bright white light flashed across sky 
from West-SE, 


Space debris 


28 Oct 73 


0430 


Ouyen Vic 


1 

Large object high in the slcy moving West-East! 


Meteorological Balloon 


2S Oct 73 

i 

1 


1134 


Maryville NSW 


Yellow light rising erratically from S17-NNE 
occasionally hovering then disappesired, 

j 


Meteorological Balloon 


30 Oct 73 


1605 


Darwin NT 


Two large round golden bright lights noving | 
rapidly NB-South j 

1 


Booing 707 Hong Kong - 
Darwin 


31 Oct 73 


1115 


Oliuda Vic 


Three colourful objects moving East-west 


Space debris 


1 Nov 73 i 


2338 


Norwood Vic 


silver disc shaped object moving rapidly SW 


Venus behind moving cloud 


2 Nov 73 ! 

/ i 

^ • i 

1 


1230 

j 


Maldon Vic 


Bright flashing object changing colour from 
red-yellow-orange moving back and forth 
erratically and disappeared below tree line. 


Juxtaposition of Venus & 
Jupiter 



t i 
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DATE 


TIME 

(gmt) 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


4 Not 73 


0930-1 1 00 


Brisbane Qld 


Numerous Brisbane Residents reported bright 
objects floating about dtiring and after a 
tornado 


Ball lighting 


7 Nov 73 


1340 


Sorrento WA 


Dull yellow disc with bright red and white 
lights moving rapidly across the sky 


Cosmos 372 


10 Nov 73 


1 1 45-1 230 


Launceston Tas 


Single Bright yellow/white light in the west 
disappeared below the horizon 


Venus setting 


12 Nov 73 


0920 


Launceston Tas 


Single bright yellow light rose above 
northern horizon moving south, remained 
stationary for 5 minutes and climbed out of 
sight to the SE 


Cessna 172, VE-KOU 
BaimsdalorLaunceston 


1 2/l 3 Nov 73 


0830-1 430 

i 


Waratah NSW 


Two bright white and one bright yellow lights 
in line travelling slowing NE-NW and rose 
out of si^t, seen on successive nights 


Mars, Hamal and Menkar 


20 Nov 73 


1420 


Boddington WA 


Bright ambor/blue light in the west disappeare 
suddenly below N¥ horizon 


d 

Ball lighting or 
'Kugelblitz' . 


20 Nov 73 


1345 


Wandering ¥A 


Single bright blue light in SW moving 
intermittently in the some spot, last sighted 
in NW 


Ball lighting or 
'Kugelblitz* . 


20 Nov 73 


1711 


Cheltenham Vic 


Bright star sized light moving rapidly to the 
north 


Satellite 


21 Nov 73 


1650 


Cheltenham Vic 


Object moving on constant course N1,^-SE 


0A0-A2 Rocket 


23 Nov 73 


1145 


O'Donnell Town NSV/ 


Shower of 10-15 objects descending rapidly 
into trees with noise similar to low flying 
jet. 


Flock of birds 
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DATE 


1 

1 

1 


LOCATION 


DESCRIPTION 


POSSIBLE CAUSE 


23 Nov 73 


1400 

1 


Derwin NT 


Two white lights high in ESE flashing at 
about one second intervals descending 
vertically 


Strobe lights of DC-10 


30 Nov 73 


01 00-0600 


Kuri Bay WA 


Dull white object in the oast retia-incd in close 
proxinity to the moon 


Venus 


1 Dec 73 


0425 


Mosnan Park V/A 


One largo bright silver object rising from the 
south - NNE 


Meteorological balloon 
•> 


13 Doc 73 


1133 


Dandenonc Vic 


Two pulsating light moving rapidly NNE-SSW 

1 


Aircraft on IPR approach 
1 to Koorabbin 


18 Dec 73 
21 Dec 73 


1340-1415 

1055-1155 


Murrtinbeena Vic 
Toukley NSW 


Two submarine shaped objects in the SE 
showering sparks 

Bright coloured light waxing and waning 
descending slowly to the horizon 


Spmlous Report 

Juxtaposition of Venus 
and Jupiter 


23 Dec 73 


1210 


Balcatta WA 


Single bright white light moving rapidly NW-SSE 
and disappeared 


MU-2 inboimd Perth 

I 


27 Dec 73 


1000-1015 


Toukley NSW 


'V* form ti on of red, blue, green and yellow 
lights hovering and moving slowly south-SE 


Ball lightning 


28 Dec 73 


0900-1000 


Mcrrylanda NSW 


Three separate orange/red lights moving on 
constant co\xrse SSW-ESE and one white light on 
same course which appeared to disintegrate 


Three satellites and 
space debris re-entry 


30 Dec 73 


0900 


Taacott NSW 


Bright white light sighted briefly in the SB 


Canopus through cloud 


31 Dec 73 


1115 


Turner ACT 

1 


Two separate white lights travelling NW-SB 
and fading out over the horizon 


OAO-2 rocket and 
unpredicted satellite 




X The investigation of reports of musual aerial sightings in 

Australia is carried out- by the Koyal Australian Air Force. Prelininary 
investigation of the reports is conducted at the nearest Royal Australian 
Air Force base. The reports are then- forwarded to the Pepartaent of 
Defence (Air Office) where an investigating team completes the inves-Oigation. 

Det'.reen January I960 and December 1975 815 sightings vrerc repor-fced 
to the Royal Australian Air Force. 90 per cent of the sightings were 
attributed to causes v/hich included airci’aft, satellites, meteors, space 
debris re-entiy, meteorological balloons, stars and planets. Seven per cent 
of reports were either received too late or did not provide sufficient 
information to permit proper analysis end evaluation. Tliroe per cent of 
^ reports were attributed to unknovm ceuses. 

The United Kingdom Air Ministry has stated that on an average, 

" 90 per cent of the sightings it invejjtigates are erplainahlo hy causes ranging 
from meteorological balloons and iisteors to aircraft lights. Ihe other 
10 per cent probably remain unexplained because of lock of reliable dnformation. 

The University of Colorado, under contract to the USAF, spent 
two years processing and investigating all /jcerican reports. The findings 
v;ere published in 1968, by Bantam Books, as ’the ‘Condon Report'. The general 
conclusion v.'as that ‘nothing has come from the study of UFOs in -the past 
21 years that has added to scientific knowledge* and that 'further extensive 
study of UFOs probably cannot be justified in the expectation that science 
will he advanced thereby* , A panel of eminent scientists, chosen by the US 
National Academy of Sciences, has examined and endorsed the Condon Report. 

The USAP 'Project Blue Book* investigation of unidentified' aerial 
objects between 1955 niid 1965 analysed 7,641 UFO repoi-ts. » The conclusions 
were: 



a. 80 per cent of sightings were natural phenomena, 
hoaxes, birds or man-made objects; 

b. 17 per cent of sightings provided ins\xfficient data 
to permit thorough analysis £ind evaluation; and 

c. three per cent wore xmidentif ied . 

United States and Soviet space exp} oration has found no evidence 
to support the theory of life on planets in our solar system. The Hariuer 
series of space exploration to Kars appears to have proved it a ’dead* planet. 
The only other source of extra-terrestrieil life, therefore, would have to be 
in another solar system. The nearest visible star to Barth is Alpha Centauri 
which is about 25 million million miles av:ay. Even if life forms existed 
there and v/ere capable of space travel at speeds currently knovm to man ie about 
25,000 nph they would take about 115,000 years to reach Earth. Consequently, 
the probability of extra-terrestrial life forms visiting Earth is extremely ' 
remote. 

Enclosed are five summaries of xmusual aerial sightings for the 
period January 1960 to December 1975. 
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TEXT FOR LECTURB3 ON TEB IIT\^3T-IGATICIT OF U!TUSUAL 
AERIAL SlflETiyns IK AUSTRALIA 

IN AUSTE^IA, -THE EOIAL AUSTRALIAli AIR FORCE IS RESPONSIBLE PCR TEB 
INVESTIGATION OP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGH TING 'viEPORTS. THIS RESFOKSISILITI UAS 
VESTED IN THE AIR FORCE IN THE E-iPLY 1950S VmElT TEE AUSTRALL<iN GCVERin^OSNT, 

IN CCII'ION UITH TEB UNITED EINGDCK AND UNITED STATES GCVERI'JMEjTTS , ¥AS CONOERITED 
THAT 'UFOS' KIGET HAVE POSED A 'lERE/.T TO NATIONAL SECUIilTX. POLLOTINC SSVEPAL 
YEARS INVESTIGATION OP SIGHTING REPORTS IN AUSTRALIA, THE HONORABLE F.ll. OSEOR17B, 
TREK KIinSTER FOR AIR, MADE A STATiSlENT TO THE AUSTRALIAIT PARLIAliENT III 
CANBERRA ON 20TH OCTOBER 1960 SUJKARIZING TtlE POSITION. EE CONCLUDED HIS 
STATEMENT BY SAYING 'NOTHING TEAT HAS APJSBN PROK TEAT THREE OR FOUR PER CEWS 
OF UNEXPLAINED CASES GIVES ANY FIRl-; SUPPORT FOR THE BBLISP HIAT INTERLOPERS 
FROM OTHER PIACES IN THIS WORLD OR OUTSIDE IT HAVE BEEN VISITING US'. 

IN TEE UNITED STATES, THE UNIVBR3ITI OP COJX'RADO, UNDER' CONTRACT 
TO THE USAP, SPMIT T./O YEARS PROCESSING AI<D INVESTIGATING ALL AKBRICAN REPOSTS. 
THE PHroiNGS WERE PUBLISHED IK 1963 BY BAlcTAI-i BOOKS AS THE 'CONDON REPORT'. 

THE GENERAL CONCLUSION WAS IHAT 'NOffllNG HAS CCI^E FROM THE STUDY OF UFOS IN 
THE PAST 21 YEARS TEAT HAS ADDED TO SClEl’TIPIC KNOV.’LEDGU AND THAT 'FURaiBR 
EXTB3ISIVB STUDI OP UFOS PROBABLY CAIINOT BE JUSTIFIED IN TEE E.'CPSCTATICK TEAT 
SCIENCE WILL BE ADVANCED HEREBY' . 

V/HILE THESE GENERAL CONCLUSIONS STILL HOLD TRUE TODAY, THE RCYiiL 
AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE CONTINUES TO INVESTIGATE REPORTS OP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 
AS A SERVICE TO TEB PUBLIC. IK AU10ST ALL REPORTED CASES PEOPLE HAVE SEEN 
SOMETHING AliD ARB CONCERNED AS TC-' THE CAUSE. IN SOME Cl^ES PEOPLE AHE 
GENUINELY ALARMED AT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEIR EXPERIENCE MAY BE EXTRA- 
TERRESTRIAL IN ORIGIN. ¥E HOPE THAT THROUGH OUR INVESTIGATIONS ANY FEARS TEAT 
PEOPLE MAY PJIVS ABOUT 'UFOS' CAl^ BE ALLAYED. ALTHOUGH TEE MAJORITY OF REPORTS 

CAN BE RESCLVED SATISFACTORILY WE DO BELIEVE THAT THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A SI’-ALL 
PERCEICTAGB TEAT WILL REIIAIK UKiiESOLVED PP.OBABLY BECAUSE OF INSUFFICIENT 

IKFORl'iATION BEING SUPPLIED, LATE RECEIPT OF THE REPORT OR CURRENT SCIENTIFIC 



Aim EX C TO 
IIQOC gc-./aip.C 6^ 
DATED 9 SEP 7 



KNOWLEDGE BEING INSUI-TICIENT TC. PROVIDE A Da'lNITS SXl'LAKATION. 



/before 



2 



AMEX C 



BEFORE GOING INTO RIvAP IlIVBSTIG.VtlON PROCEDURES, IT IS PERHAPS 
RELEVAl^T TO CLARIIT TES TERMS • UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT' OR 'UFO’ Al® 

'UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTING'' . UNFORTraTATBIY THE TERI'I 'UFO', BECAUSE OP ITS 
WIDESPREAD /iND II®ISCRIMIHATE USB IS GSJ3BPJ.LLY REGARDED AS JUST ANOTHER WORD 
5X)R 'FLYING SAUCER' . THIS IS A PuATHER IRONIC SITUATION SINCE THE TERt! VfAS 
ORIGBIAILY INTRODUCED TO COMBAT SUCH AN EVBITTUAIITY, AND SO OVERXKB THE 
TENDENCY TO HAPHAZARDLY PROMOTE ALL UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS TO THE SPECTAOTLAR 
CATEGORY OP 'FLYING SAUCER'. 

THE TERM 'UNIDENTIFIED PLYING OBJECT' IS SCMKfflAT OP A MISNOMER FOR 
THREE REASONS. FIRSTLY, MANY SIGHTINGS ARE NOT OP MATERIAL OBJEC-TS. FREAK 
WEATHER CONDITIONS, SLBCTRICAI- STORIES AND UIHJSUAL LIGHT CONDITIONS CAN GKE 
RISE TO MISLEADING IMPRESSIONS, ESPECIALLY TO TEE UNTRAINED EYE. SSCOI®LY, 
EXCEPT IN SIGHTINGS OP AIRCRAFT, TEE PROCESS OP FLYING IS RARELY. INVOLVED. 

MANY SIGKTIlfGS ARE OF STARS AND PLANETS, OR OP SPACE DEBRIS, OR METEORS, NOT UNDER 
CONTROL AlTD THEREFORE NOT FLYING, EKTBRH® THE SARTEI'S ATMOSPHERE. PH ALLY, 

THE V.'ORD 'UNIDEl'ITIFIED' CM EE CHALLENGED ON TEE GROUNDS THAT THE CLASSIFICATION 
IS A PURELY TENTATIVE ONE, SINCE INFORMATION NOT AVAILABLE TO THE OBSERVER 
GENERALLY PROVIDES AN ADEQUATE IDHWIFICATIOl'I OF THE SIGHTING. OUR BXPSPJBNCE 
IS HAT ABOUT 90 PER CENT CP ALL WELI.-RBPORTED SIGHTINGS CAN BE IDEITriFIED 
SATISFACTORILY. 

CONSEQUENTLY, THE TSR>I 'UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTING' IS USED AS IT IS 
A MORE ACCURATE DEFINITION OP TEE OCCURRENCE. 

MOVING ON NOW TO REPORTS OP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS IN AUSTRALIA. 
RBF’ORTS ARB MADE INITIALLY TO THE NEAREST AIR FORCE BASE. AT THE BASE TEE 
INTELLIGEI^B OFFICER OR OTHER SUITABLY QUALIFIED OFFICER CONDUCTS THE PRELHHARY 
investigation. he CONTACTS TEE OBSERVER PERSONALLY OR IN WRITING TO OBTAIN A 
COMPLETED 'REPORT OP UNl'SUAL AERIAL SIGHTING' FRO-FORJ!A. THIS PRO-FCRl'J^ IS 
DESIGNED TO EXTRACT ALL TEE INFORI'IATION RELEVANT TO THE SIGHTING AND THE 
PRELBIINARY INV?JSTIGATION IS CONDUCTED BASED ON THIS INFCRiXATION. HE 
IIIVESTIGATING OFFICER'S REPORT, WHICH CONTAINS DETAILS CP CIVIL A1:D MILITARY 
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/ AIRCRATT KOVKyiENTS, STAR A1!D PLAKST POSITIONS, MO’.IK SATELLITE PASSES, KETEOPtOLOGICAL 
RALLCON RELEASES AND PREVAILING LEATHER CCIJLITIOKS, AND HIS ASSESSfSNT OP THE 
PROBABLE CAUSE IS TEEN POK-iARDICD TO TEE PxRSCTORATE OF AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE AT 
TI^iE DEPARTKEIj'T CF DEFENCE (AIK OFFICE) IN_.CANBBPFJi. T-fflERE THE INVESTIGATION IS 
COKPLSTEID AID A REPLY SENT TO THE OBSERVER. VHIBEE NECESSARI ADVICE AND 
INPORKATION IS SOUGHT FROM SPECIALIST AGENCIES SUCH AS V/RE, CSIRO, DEFENCE 



STANDARDS 1AE0EAT0EIE3 , OBSERVATORIES AND U1'II''/ERSITIES. 

BET;7BSM JANUARY I960 AID DECE^DER 1973 815 REPORTS VfBRE PJ3CEIVED. 

90 PER CENT OF THE REPORTS WERE ATTRIBUTED TO CAUSES INCLUDING AIRCRAFT, 
SATELLITES, SPACE DEBRIS, BALLOONS, KETEORS, STARS AND PLANETS. SEVM PER CE!:T 
DID NOT PROnDE SUFFICIENT IKP’CRIiATICK TO PSRI-IIT PROPER ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 
AID THREE PER CENT WERE ATTRIBUTED TO UHE]':0’.J1^ CAUSES. WE ENCOUIDER VERY FEW 
DELIBBPATB HOAXES. 

INVESTIGATIONS IK TEE UIDTED KENGDOK AID UIDTED STATES HAVE PRODUCED 
SIMLAR FINDINGS TO OUR OWN. TEE UNITED KINGDCH AIR MINISTRY HAS STATED THAT 
ON AN AVBPJ^GE 90 PER CENT OP THE SIGHTINGS IT INVESTIGATES ARB BXPLAIIUBLB BY 
CAUSES RANGING FRCK KSTBOROLOGICAL BALLOONS AND KBTECNS TO AIRCRAl'^T LIGHTS. 

THE OTHER 10 PER CEl^T PROBABLY iIE!-IAIK UNEXPLAINED BECAUSE OF A LACK OF RELIABLE 
INPORI-iATION. 



THE USAF 'PROJECT BLUE BOOK' INVESTIGATION OF UiaDSlDIFIED AERIAL 
OBJECTS BBTIDBII 1953 AID 1965 Al.'ALYZED 7641 REPORTS. TEE CONCliUSION WAS TEAT: 
a. 80 PER CENT OP SIGHTINGS WERE NATURAL PHENOMENA, HOAXES, 

BIRDS OR KAK-MADE OBJECTS; 

H. 17 PER CENT PROVIDED INSUFFICIENT DATA TO PERMIT THOROUGH 
ANALYSIS AID EVALUATION; AID 
r. THREE PER CENT WERE UNIDEIiTIFIED. 
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^ WITH THE EXCEPTICl? 0? lEE FEP.IOB 1 970/'71 , THESE HAS BEM A STEAD! 

INCREASE IN THE m^ER OP URTJbUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS REPORTED IN AUSTRALIA, TO 
THE POINT V/EERE ALI'IOST ONE QUARTER OF ALL SIGHTINGS BSTi.’SEN 1 960 AI-TD 1 975 UREB 
REPORTED LAST YEAli. ' THERE IS NO DEFINITE EXPLANATION FOR TIDES INCREASE EXCEPT 
TEAT: 

a. THE SUBJECT OP ’UFOS' HAS BEEN GIVBi; A LOT OP ITOLICITT 
IN ALL PORKS OP THE KEDIA; 

b. TV AND CIRMIA v'ERSIONS OP TEE BC'OK 'CHARIOTS OP THE GODS' 

HAVE GENERATED PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT; AND 

c. THERE IS AN EVER INCREASING KUl-IBER OF SATELLITES IN EARTH 
ORBIT AND SPACE EXPIORATION IS EXTENDING FURTHER INTO THE 
OUTER REACHES OP OUR SOLAR SYSTEM. 

LET US NOW LOOK AT SOKE OP THE IIAIN CAUSES OP UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS 
AIU) WHY PEOPLE REPORT THEM AS SUCH. 

FIRSTLY SPACE DEBRIS. FIGURES PUBLISHED IN JULY THIS YEAR SHOW THAT 
SINCE 1957 7353 HAN-MADE OBJECTS PA'/E BEEN LAUNCHED INTO SPACE. '' OP TEIiSE 3204 
WERE STILL IN SPACE ON 30 JUNE. TEIESE OBJECTS PERIODICALLY DECAY AND BUEN-UF 
DURING RE-ENTRY INTO THE EARTH'S ATIIOSHIERB. ONE WEIL REPORTED CASE INVOLVED 
12 SEPARATE SIGHTINGS, PROM PIJLCES AS WIDESPREAD AS DERBY AND KALGOORLIE HJ 
V/BSTBRN AUSTRALIA, OP A LARGE FIERY OBJECT I/ITH A GL01DCNG TAIL. WE WEPJS ABLE 
TO CCNPIRK THAT TEE OBJECT WAS IN PACT A SI' ACE VEHICLE DESIGNATED 1973-024E •i/EICE 
•JAS TEE BCOSTER ROCKET ASSOCIATED WITH LAUNCHING OP A RUSSIAN SATELLITE COSMOS 555 
(designated 1973 - 024 a). THIS OBJECT KBASUIiED ATPROXIMATELY 40 METRES IN 
LENGTH AND WOULD EA'7E GENERATED TRET'IEl'IDCUS HEAT AEB DISINTEGRATED DURING RE-ENTRY. 
TEE NUMBER OP REPORTS RECEIVED PROBABLY REFRSSSJTS ONLY A FRACTION OP HIB ACTUAL 
NUIIBER OP WITNESSES TO THIS SIGHTING BUT IS SUFFICIENT TO imCATB THAT QUITE 
A NUMBER OP PEOPLE V.'ERB ALARMED AT AI'I INCIDENT STRANGE TO TBH^ YET READILY 
EXPLAINABLE ALL THE INPOR^^ATION HAD BEEN EVALUATED. THIS PARTICULAR 
SIGHTING IS A PRIME EXA1U:=LB OF SPECIALIST AGENCIES PROVIDING A SOLUTION. JRE 
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/"•VERB COKTACTEi) INITIAJ^LY BUT ITEJiB VNABI.E TO CONPIPJi SPACE BBBPJS RS-3?:TRY AT 
TFB TBIE OP TEE SIGHTING. 05IEY IKl’EDIATELT TELEGRAiMED TFB GODDARD SPACE 
FLIGHT CENTRE ni IlARYl/JID, USA L'HO PROVIDED THE ANS;/ER IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS. 

C 

MOVING ON NON TO AIRCRAFT OR MORE PARTICULARLY AIRCRAii’T LIGHTING. 

IN ADDITION TO NORMAL EXTERNAL LIGHTING AIRCRAI’T COMPANIES ARB NOW ILLUMINATING 
COM.PAl^ MARKINGS FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES, FITTING STROBE ANTI -COLLISION LIGHTS^ 
AI'ID LANDING LIGHTS ARE BBUiG TURNED ON UP TO 100 MILES AWAY FROM THE AI'.aURT. 

THE UNKNO’/ING GROUND OBSERVER VUEN FACED WITH THIS CONTUSING ARRAY OF LIGHTS 
HARDLY SURPRISINGLY REPORTS LONG CIGAR OR SAUCSR-SEAPED OBJECTS WITH EERIE 
P'USUn.U LIGHTS. 

STARS AND PLANETS ARB ANOTHER CAUSE 0F A GREAT UNY .SIGHTING PiiFCRTS. 

IN MAIHf 0? THESE CASES PEOPLE ARB QUITS GENUINE IN THEIR BELIEF THAT THEY WOULD 
NOT MISTAKE SOMETHING AS WBI^L KiroV/N AS VEIJUS OR EVEIJ A LESSER KNO’.-fN STAR. FOR 
VfHAT THEY HAVE SEEN. THEY ARB PROMBLY NOT AWARE AT THE TIME, HOIffiV'ER, OF 
THE STARTLING EFFECTS POLLUTION, TEMPERATURE IN’ABRSIONS AND A PHENOMENON KlvOWN 
AS ATMOSPHERIC SCINTILLATION CAN HAVE ON THBSE LIGHT SOURCES. AITY ONE OF 
THESE CAN PRODUCE COLOUR CPTANGES P’ROM RED AlTD YELLOW TP-ROUGH TO BLITE AND GREEN 
AND CREATE THE D^-RBSSION OF M0VEP7BNT. AOTIOSPITSRIC SCINTILUTIOK HJ PARTICULAR, 
A PHENOMENON CAUSED BY VARYING ATMOSPHERIC DENSITY LAYERS, CA.N PRODUCE RAPID 
FLUCTUATICRS IK BRIGHTNESS, POSITION AlTD COLOUR OP LIGHT SOURCES SUCH AS VEIRJS. 
E.AR1.ISR THIS YEAR YOU MAY RECALL THE MEDIA GAVE A LOT OF COVERAGE TO REPORTS 
OP Ti/C EXTREIELY BRIGHT LIGHTS CLOSE TOGETHER IN THE SKY. THE LIGHTS APPEARED 
TO RECEDE RAPIDLY AND SUDDENI/Y IKC.REASE ET BRIGHTKESrS AND APPARENTLY PHRPORI^ED 
STRANGE MANOEUVRES CREATING A VERY UIVUSUAL* 'AlTD PROBABLY QUITE ALARMUTG EFFECT. 
THESE LIGHTS WERE IN FACT NO MORE THA.N TEE PLANETS VENUS AND J’DPTTER SEEN 
THROUGH EITHER POLLUTION OR A TEIU’ERATURE niVBRSIOK OR ADPECTED BY ATMOSPHERIC 
SCINTILLATE ON. 

OP CCLH^SB^NOT ALL REPORTS RECEIVED A.RE OF AN ASRI.AL NATURE. DURING 
TEPi PAST FEW YEARS A HLRIBER OF RPJFORTS RAVE BBB1< RSCEI’ABD FROM QUSa^SIJllJD, 
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^JOTJTE AUSTRALIA AKD VICTORIA 0? STRAJ^GB CIRCULAR MRKIRGS IN TAB GROUl®. 
UNFORTUNATELY LITTLE PROGRESS HAS BEL3I KADB IN DBTBRiaNING TEE CAUSE OP THESE 
MARKI1IG3. (THE REPORTS PROK QUEBlv'SLAKU AIH) SOUTH AUSTRALIA PARTICUI,ARLY HERE 
NELL CC’/EPJJD IN THE PRESS CTICH GA’fE RISE TO SUGGESTIONS OP 'SAUCER NESTS' . 

WITH THIS TYPE OP PRESS COVERAGE OBJECTIVE INVESTIGATION NAS NOT FOJ.^SIBLB. 

THE REPORT PROP VICTORIA NAS RECEIVED LATE AND HEA\'Y RAINS EAR REMOVED 
TRACE OP THESE I-IARHINGS. \ SEVERAL POSSIBILITIES HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED AS 
Cj^USES AND TFBSE INCLUDE NILLY-UILLIES , FUNGUS, HELICOPTERS, AGRICULTURAI. 
HACHINERY AND /NDIAL NESTS Al-THOUGH THEPiS IS NO CONCLUSIVE B'/IDB1?CB THAT AlUT 
ONE OP THESE WAS TEE CAUSE. AT THE SAJIB TIME INVESTIGATIONS DID NOT 
DISCLOSE Ainr E/IDEtJCE OP EXTRA- TERR ESTRIIiL RESIDUES OR RADIOACTIVITY. 

PBIALLY TEE QUESTION TO BE ASICED IS 'WIAT IS TEE PROBABILITY THAT 
UNUSUAL AERIAL SIGHTINGS ARE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL IN ORIGIN?' _ V/B WOULD BE UlU^ISE 
TO DISCOUI^T COMPLETELY THE POSSIBILITY SEAT LD'E PORKS EXIST BLSKVHERE. 

UNITED STATES AND SOVIET SPACE EXPLORATION, H07?Bm, FAS FOUND HO EVIDENCE TO 
SUPPORT THE THEORY OP LIFE ON PLANETS IN OUR SOLAR SYSTEM. THE HARDIER 
SERIES OF SPACE EXPLORATIONS APPEARS TO KAV'E PROVED THAT PARS IS A 'DEAD' 
PLAiniT. TETE ONLY OTHUl SOURCE OP EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL LIFE, TEEHSPORB, WOTU.D 
HAVE TO BE IN ANOTEBR SCLAR SYSTHI. THE CLOSIST VISIBLE STAR TO EARTH IS 
ALPHA CBNTAURI WHICH IS ABOUT 25 KILIION MILLION MILES AWAY. Bmi IP LD’E 
FORMS EHSTED ON THIS STAR AND VHDRE CAPABLE OP SPACE TRAVEL AT SPEEDS CURRENTLY 
KNOVni TO KAN I.E. ABOUT 25,000 KFH THEY WOULD TAKE ABCUT 115,000 YEARS TO REACH 
EARTH. THAT WOULD SEEM TO EE A LOilG JOnu:BY TO UNDERTAKE JIET TO REILADI DJ 
ONE VICINITY FOR ONLY A PEW SSCCNDS, OR PERHAPS MINUTES. CONSEQUENTLY, THE 
PROBABILITY OP EXTRA-TEIolESTRI/iL LIPS PORKS \aSITING SARD! IS EXTREISLY REMOTE. 
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REVI SED POLICY - UNUSUAL AERI/iL SIGHTING S 



Eolicy relating to investigation of iinusual aerial 
RpSvmSS at Reference A. Revised policy was forwarded under 

annexes to Reference B were incorrectly 
idenfcxixed and are to be amended as follows: 



a. ilniiex A to 6Q/Air (6) of 9th September 
1974 is enclosed. 

b. Annex C to 6Q/Ait (6) of 9th September 
1974 is to be amended to read Annex B 
to 6Q/Air (6) of 9th September 1974. 




(K.D. CLARK:) 



Souadron .Leader 

for Air Officer Commanding* 



Enel: 1„ Annex A to 6Q/Air (6) of 9th September 1974 
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. ArTNBX A TO 
6Q/Alr(6) 

• DATBD 9 SEP 74 



INFOTfiTATION PRO-FORMA 

The ;lnvcril'ic£’'tic<i» of ropo-rts of xurJKual aerial aif^vLinra in 
Australia i*. carri ed out' l*y the lioyal' AUoVj^ul.ian Air Poi'c^. Ireliinirai y 
inveaii{jatio.u of the reportn is coniuctod at the nearest itoysl iaxc-traliKii 
Aiv Force haye. The J'eports are then formal dec! to the fepartiaeut of 
Defenoo (Air Office) v?herc an fuxvoaticatins to:.ri conplclos the invesilfp-ticn. 

lietv^een January ISoO and Deoeiaher 'iff/5 G10 sightin{:s vrere ropox tod 
to the Koyal Axisti'aD ian Air Force » 90 per cent of the Gifditirigo uoi-o 

attrahuted to causes x.'lncL. inclu.dec’. aircraft, satellites, netoora, vi'HCC' 
debris re-ontiy, looteorological balloons, s'kax’s and plane Is, Seven per cent 
^bf reports irore either received too Into or did not provide sufficient 
infci’^ation to pernnt proper tuxalysiy end evaluation. 0?l;reo j>er ccjit of 
,-reports x.'cre attributed to vuhjjovrn causes* ■ • 
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The United Kinsdon Ai-ir Ministry has stated that on ?ai f!vcra{;e, 

90 per cent of the «igbtin^-s it inveotifiates are explainable by causey rsiu^inr> 

from B'.etecrolo{:5c?.l balloons and meteors to cdrcraft liphts. liie other 

10 per cent ja'obably remain unexplained because of lack of reliable info:ot.tic>’u 



The University of Colorado, under contract to the USAiP, spent 
tvro years proccssini; and investigating all Ajcei'ican reports. The findings 
Kore published in ISoB, by Bantajj Books, as the 'Condon Report'. The general 
conclusion vras that 'nothing };as co»ao fron the study of UFOs in the pest 
21 years that has added to scientific knowledge' £ind that 'further exten.sive 
study of UFOs probably cannot be justified in the expectation that ccicnco 
idll be advanced thereby' , A panel of eaiixcnt scientists, chosen by the US 
Kational Aicadexijj' of Sciences, has examined and endorsed the Condon Re]X'rt. 



The USAF ‘3’roject Blue Book' investigation of unidentifiecT aerial 
objects beb.reen 1955 orsd 1 965' aixalysed 7,6d1 Bl'O reports.. The ccnc3.usions 
x.’ere: - . 



a, 80 per cent of sightings v;ere nat'Ui'al. phenomena, 

.. ■ Iioaxes, birds or nan-made objects; 

«* 

f • 

b, 17 per cent of sight j.ugs provided insufficient data 
to percit thorough analysis and evaluation; and 

% 

c, three per cent were unidentified. ‘ 

United States and Soviet space exploration has found no evidence 
to support the theory of life on planets in our solar system. The Kariuer 
series of space exploration to Kars appears to have proved it a 'dead' planet. 
The only other source of extra-terrestrial life, thereforoi^ would have to be 
in another solar system. The nearest visible star to Earth is Alpha Centauri 
which is about 29 million million miles away. Even, if life forms exi.sted 
there and were capable of space travel et speeds currently Jaiovm to m.'ua ie about 
25,000 nph they would take about 115,000 years to reach Earth. Consequently, 
the probability of extra-terrestrial life foras visiting Earth is exirexoD-y 
remote. ■ . 

Enclosed are five summaries of unusual aei’ial sightings for the 
period January 1960 to December 1975. 
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